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FOR CLUES 


Bryant's pilot tried climbing 
just before impact, NTSB says 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 


Alight fog had settled on the runway of 
John Wayne Airport on Sunday morning 
when Kobe Bryant, his daughter Gianna 
and six other passengers boarded a char- 
tered helicopter to fly to a basketball 
tournament in Thousand Oaks. 

A half hour later, they were flying over 
thickening clouds in the San Fernando Val- 
ley. The pilot was worried enough to ask 
flight controllers to keep track of them. As 
he approached the hills of Calabasas at 150 
mph, they radioed him, telling him he was 
too low for them to see on radar. 

The pilot commenced a climb, rising 
765 feet in 36 seconds, enough to clear ad- 
jacent hills. 

What happened next is a mystery: the 
Sikorsky S-76 suddenly veered off course 
and descended rapidly. The twin-engine 
aircraft dropped 325 feet in 14 seconds, 
reaching 176 miles per hour before losing 
contact and hitting the hillside above Las 

SEE BRYANT ° A7 


DBD A7- Profiles of the nine victims of 
Sunday's helicopter crash in Calabasas. 


HIGH COURT 
WON'T BLOCK 
WEALTH TEST 
TO OBTAIN 
GREEN CARDS 


Use of public benefits could 
deny permanent legal status 


BY ADAM LIPTAK 


WASHINGTON 

The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday 
allowed the Trump administration to 
move forward with plans to deny green 
cards to immigrants who are thought to 
be likely to make even occasional and mi- 
nor use of public benefits like Medicaid, 
food stamps and housing vouchers. 

The vote was 5-4, with the court’s con- 
servative justices in the majority. The 
court’s brief order gave no reasons for lift- 
ing preliminary injunctions that had 
blocked the new program. Challenges to 
the program will continue to move for- 
ward in courts around the nation. 

The administration announced in Au- 
gust that it would revise the public charge 
rule, which allows officials to deny perma- 

SEE DECISION e° A4 


PRESIDENTIAL IMPEACHMENT 


OLTON’S ACCOUNT 
STOKES TURMOIL 


President Donald Trump’s legal team (clockwise from top left) of Ken Starr, Pam Bondi, Pat Cipollone, Alan Dershowitz, 
Eric Herschmann, Patrick Philbin, Michael Purpura, Jane Raskin, Robert Ray and Jay Sekulow argued Monday that the 
House managers had failed to prove their case calling for the removal of the president. 


Ex-adviser’s accusations against Trump bolster efforts to call witnesses 


BY MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
& NICHOLAS FANDOS 


WASHINGTON 

The White House and Senate 
Republican leaders struggled 
Monday to salvage their plans to 
push toward a quick acquittal of 
President Donald Trump this 
week in his impeachment trial, 
after anew account by his former 
national security adviser cor- 
roborated a central piece of the 
case against him. 

The newly disclosed revela- 
tions by John Bolton, whose 
forthcoming book details how 


Trump conditioned military aid 
for Ukraine on the country’s will- 
ingness to furnish information 
on his political rivals, angered 
key Republicans and reinvigo- 
rated a bid to call witnesses, 
which would prolong the trial. 

A handful of Republicans 
from across the ideological spec- 
trum appeared to be moving 
closer to joining Democrats ina 
vote to subpoena Bolton, even as 
their leaders insisted that doing 
so would only delay his inevi- 
table acquittal. 

“T think it’s increasingly likely 
that other Republicans will join 


BOLTON FALLOUT 


BD A6 - Trump, allies question 
former adviser’s credibility. 


those of us who think we should 
hear from John Bolton,” Sen. 
Mitt Romney, R-Utah, told re- 
porters. He later told Republi- 
can colleagues at a closed-door 
lunch that calling witnesses 
would be awise choice politically 
and substantively. 

As they opened the second 
day of their defense, Trump’s 
lawyers largely ignored the reve- 
lations from Bolton, reported 


Sunday by The New York Times, 
that bolstered the case made by 
the House Democratic prose- 
cutors that the president had re- 
peatedly tied the security assist- 
ance to investigations he 
wanted. The assertion is at the 
heart of their abuse of power 
charge accusing Trump of using 
his position to gain foreign help 

in his re-election campaign. 
Instead, the White House 
team doubled down with a de- 
fense that was directly contra- 
dicted by the account in Bolton’s 
book, due out in March. Trump’s 
SEE IMPEACH e° A6 


GALLAGHER ATTACKS SEALS 
WHO TESTIFIED AGAINST HIM 


In a three-minute video 


SAN DIEGAN PLEADS GUILTY 
TO 4 MURDERS, 9 ASSAULTS 


whose mental competency 


Video highlights 
faces, active-duty 
units of his accusers 
BY ANDREW DYER 


A retired Navy SEAL 
whose war crimes trial made 
international news has 


launched a video attack on 
former SEAL teammates 
who accused him of murder, 
shooting civilians and who 
testified against him at his 
San Diego court-martial in 
June. 


posted to his Facebook page 
and Instagram account 
Monday, retired Chief Spe- 
cial Operator Edward Galla- 
gher, 40, referred to some 
members of his former 
troops as “cowards” and 
highlighted names, photos 
and — for those still on ac- 
tive duty — their duty status 
and current units, some- 
thing former SEALs say 
places those men — and the 
Navy’s mission — in jeopar- 


JOHN GIBBINS U-T 


dy. Jon David Guerrero, who suffers from schizophre- 


Gallagher was accused of 


nia, attends his sentencing Monday, receiving four 


Railroad spikes, fire 
used on homeless 
in 2016 attack spree 


BY PAULINE REPARD 


A mentally ill San Diego 
man accused of attacks 
mostly on homeless men — 
impaling several with rail- 
road spikes — on Monday 
admitted murdering four 
people and assaulting nine 
others during a six-month 
assault spree in 2016. 


to stand trial was an issue for 
years, agreed to be sen- 
tenced on May 1 to four con- 
secutive life terms in prison 
without the possibility of 
parole and an additional 143 
years to life in prison. 

He pleaded guilty to 15 
charges involving 12 men 
and one woman: four counts 
of murder, four counts of at- 
tempted murder, five counts 
of assault with a deadly 
weapon likely to cause great 
bodily injury and two counts 
ofarson for setting fire to two 
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